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Note of last LGA Executive meeting
	Title:


	LGA Executive

	Date:


	Thursday 19 January 2017

	Venue:
	5th Floor Conference Suite, 5th Floor (South side), Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street, London, EC1M 5LG

	
	


Attendance

An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note

	Item
	Decisions and actions
	Action


<AI1>

	1  
	Apologies for Absence
 
	

	
	The LGA Executive noted the apologies listed at Appendix A.


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Declarations of Interest
 
	

	
	No declarations of interest were made. 

On behalf of the LGA Executive, the Chairman congratulated Cllr David Hodge CBE and Cllr Peter Reeve MBE who had been recognised for their local government service in the New Year’s Honours list.  

The Senior Vice-Chair congratulated Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE for winning Leader of the Year 2016 at the recent LGiU and CCLA Councillor Awards. 

	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement 2017/18
 
	

	
	Sarah Pickup (Deputy Chief Executive) introduced the report which summarised the LGA’s activity on the provisional 2017/18 Local Government Finance Settlement (LGFS) and set out the LGA’s response. The minutes of the Leadership Board discussion on the LGFS the previous day on had also been circulated. 

Members noted that there had been reallocation of funding streams, notably a reduction of £241 million in the New Homes Bonus and the use of this resource to pay for a one year only Adult Social Care Support Grant. This was not new money, but a redistribution of funding already promised to councils, and would not achieve objectives in authorities with social care responsibilities given the scale of the crisis in Adult Social Care funding. 
In the discussion which followed Members made the following points:

· Some Members expressed the view that the LGA’s pre-response to the Autumn Statement was not strong enough, and were pleased to see that calls on the New Homes Bonus and adult social care had been strengthened in the response to the LGFS. 

· There was agreement across all parties and partner organisations that more money was required to properly fund adult social care, and the redistribution of funds from the New Homes Bonus was a short term answer to a long term problem. It was hoped that more money for adult social care would be brought forward in the Budget, and the LGA would strongly call for this over the next few months. 

· The reallocation of money from the New Homes Bonus showed that the Government recognised the issue, but it was important to properly fund adult social care and continue to drive the transformation agenda. Running adult social care services with a deficit budget was not appropriate and neither was transferring the service to the NHS. 

Decision

The LGA Executive: 

i. noted the contents of the report; 

ii. agreed that their comments inform future LGA activity; and 

iii. agreed with the Leadership Board’s view that the New Homes Bonus section of the LGA’s response to the Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement be strengthened and the amended response resubmitted to Government. 

Action

LGA response to the Local Government Finance Settlement to be strengthened prior to submission in line with Members’ comments. 


	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Combined Authorities and Elected Mayors in England
 
	

	
	Ian Hughes (Head of Policy) introduced the report which outlined the LGA’s offer to combined authorities and elected mayors in the run up to elections in May 2017 and sought Members’ views on next steps. 

Members agreed that the ongoing work on the development of a combined authority peer challenge process, work to address capacity challenges for combined authorities, and work being led by the Resources Board to design a proposal for a local regeneration fund following the UK’s exit from the EU should continue as planned. A customised mayoral candidate support offer was in the process of being rolled out by the LGA’s political group offices, and a formal mayoral support offer was also in the process of being finalised. 

Decision

The LGA Executive:

i. noted the update on the latest position of mayoral combined authorities; 

ii. noted progress on recommendations from the Combined Authorities Working Group; and

iii. agreed that ongoing work on further support for combined authorities should continue as set out in the report. 


	


</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Note of previous Leadership Board meetings
 
	

	
	Decision

The LGA Executive noted the minutes of the Leadership Boards held on 8 December 2016 and 18 January 2017. 


	


</AI5>

<AI6>

	6  
	Note of last LGA Executive meeting held on 20 October 2016
 
	

	
	Decision

The LGA Executive agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 20 October 2016. 


	


</AI6>

<AI7>

	7  
	Spring Budget 2017: LGA Submission
 
	

	
	Sarah Pickup (Deputy Chief Executive) introduced the report which sought Members’ views on the LGA’s submission to the Treasury in advance of the Spring Budget. She highlighted a number of amendments which would be made to the submission following the discussion at the LGA Leadership Board the previous day and asked Members for further comments on the content. 

There followed a detailed confidential discussion. 

In the discussion which followed Members raised a number of points including: 

· With reference to the scale of the national housing crisis and authorities’ ability to address it, the Board agreed that this issue should be more prominent and fulsome in the budget submission.  Members’ commented that there should continue to be a focus on adult social care funding whilst still providing sufficient emphasis other very significant issues facing the sector, such as housing so that the document was more balanced. 

· Members emphasised the importance of reiterating the inadequacy of the Government’s current approach to the adult social care crisis and on holding Government to account on its contingency plan for major provider failure and on delivering a long term sustainable funding solution.  Significant pressures in children’s social care were also highlighted as an important area which should receive emphasis in the document. 

· Regarding productivity, it was highlighted that local authorities had done a lot of work on localisation of employment services which should be represented in the document. The Government would also be making announcements on industrial strategy the following week which the LGA may wish to comment on in the submission. 

· It was highlighted that private foster care budgets put pressure on councils’ adult social care budgets. It was suggested that the Commercial Advisory Board and the Children and Young People Board look into this issue. 

Decision

The LGA Executive agreed that their comments inform the LGA’s submission to Government in advance of the Spring Budget submission. 

Action

Spring Budget Submission to be amended in line with Members’ comments. 


	


</AI7>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	 Lord Gary Porter CBE (Chairman)
	South Holland District Council


	 Cllr David Hodge CBE (Vice Chairman)
	Surrey County Council

	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE (Vice-Chair)
	Lincolnshire County Council

	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE (Vice-Chair)
	Portsmouth City Council


	 Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	Gloucestershire County Council

	Cllr Izzi Seccombe
	Warwickshire County Council and Community Wellbeing Board

	Cllr Martin Tett
	Buckinghamshire County Council

	Cllr Nick Forbes
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	Mayor Sir Steve Bullock
	Lewisham London Borough Council

	Cllr Anne Western CBE
	Derbyshire County Council

	Cllr Peter Box CBE
	Wakefield Metropolitan District Council

	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council and City Regions Board

	Cllr Richard Watts
	Islington Council

	Cllr Peter Reeve MBE
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	Cllr Ian Stephens
	Isle of Wight Council

	Cllr Bob Dutton OBE
	Wrexham County Borough Council

	Cllr Chris White
	Hertfordshire County Council

	Cllr Tom Fitzpatrick
	East of England Local Government Association (EELGA)

	Cllr John Hart
	South West Councils

	Cllr Nicholas Rushton
	East Midlands Councils

	Cllr Roger Lawrence
	West Midlands LGA

	Cllr Paul Watson
	Association of North East Councils

	Cllr Stephen Parker
	South East England Councils (SEEC)

	Cllr Paul Carter CBE
	County Councils Network (CCN)


	 Cllr James Dawson
	Erewash Borough Council

	Cllr Tudor Evans OBE
	Plymouth City Council

	Cllr Kate Haigh
	Gloucester City Council

	Cllr Vince Maple
	Medway Council

	Cllr John Merry CBE
	Salford City Council


	Apologies:
	 Cllr David Simmonds CBE
	Hillingdon London Borough Council

	
	Baroness Couttie of Downe Philippa Couttie
	Westminster City Council

	
	Cllr Sean Anstee
	Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr William Nunn
	Breckland Council

	
	Cllr Sue Murphy CBE
	Manchester City Council

	
	Cllr Claire Kober OBE
	Haringey LB and Resources Board

	
	Cllr Simon Blackburn
	Blackpool Council

	
	Mayor Dorothy Thornhill MBE
	Watford Borough Council

	
	Cllr Nicolas Heslop
	South East England Councils (SEEC)

	
	Cllr Stephen Parnaby OBE
	Local Government Yorkshire and Humber (LGYH)

	
	Cllr Barrie Grunewald
	North West Regional Leaders Board

	
	Cllr Aaron Shotton
	Welsh Local Government Assoc. (WLGA)

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	SIGOMA

	
	Cllr Neil Clarke MBE
	District Councils Network

	
	Alderman Sir David Wootton
	Local Partnerships
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